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Enjoy a walk amongst the trees!

As the cool weather starts to finally settle in,
many homeowners think now is the perfect
time to take a break from tree care.
However, now is actually an ideal time for
tree care. As leaves start to fall, homeowners
should consider planting, fertilizing,
watering, autumn insect protection and
animal damage control in preparation for
winter.
In this issue of "Branching Out", you will find
tips on how to prepare your trees for the
coming cold weather, including information
on fall planting and fertilization. We will
also take a closer look at common fall tree care questions.
This issue also has a feature on an exciting addition to the industry, the
first ever Arborist Apprenticeship Program. The program will help address
the current shortage of skilled arborists throughout the United States. First
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From the Professor's Pen

 
Dr. Les Werner Awarded

TREE Fund Grant

We want to congratulate Dr. Les
Werner on receiving the Tree Research

and Education Endowment (TREE)
Fund's Hyland Johns Grant. The grant

will fund both Dr. Werner and Dr.
Bryant Scharenbroch in developing a
user-friendly and freely-available soil
management toolbox for urban tree
managers. The toolbox will include
three levels of detail for varying soil

assessment needs to help arborists and
urban foresters effectively manage

soil.
Congrats, Les!

Please consider donating to the Tree
Research and Education Endowment
(TREE) Fund. This organization is the
leading non-governmental source of
funding for research and education

programs in arboriculture.  The Fund
provides research grants to

professionals and scholarships to
students in the industry. Your donation

will ensure the future health and
growth of trees, shrubs and the entire

arboriculture industry.

 Featured Tree: 
Washington Hawthorn

Choice Tree Care is excited to be a part of this leading-edge program as
we continue to look for qualified arborists to join our team.
Enjoy this issue of "Branching Out",
Ken Ottman, Owner, First Choice Tree Care 

Autumn is for Planting Too
Autumn isn't just for enjoying the beautiful leaf colors, it is for planting
too! As trees become dormant and rainfall is plentiful, autumn is the
ideal time for planting trees.

With the change in seasons, roots begin rapid growth as leaves are
changing color and falling from the tree. This autumn root growth spurt
mirrors the root growth that occurs in the spring, just prior to bud break. 
Newly forming roots help the tree to recover from transplanting and
develop a strong root system before the winter chill hits and the ground
freezes. Cooler weather also means less drying and better soil moisture for
transplant recovery. It is important to keep trees watered with about one
inch of water per week until the ground freezes. The strong, hydrated
tree will be better prepared for the winter's icy temperatures.
Keep in mind, fall is not the ideal time to plant all trees. Trees that are
most successfully planted in autumn include:

Maples
Elms 
Honey locust
Linden
Japanese tree lilac
Evergreens

It is best to wait until spring
to plant the following trees:

Oaks
Hickory
Crabapples
Flowering pear
Magnolias
Ironwood

Please contact us if you have any questions on what trees can be planted
in autumn.

 

First Choice Participates in First Wisconsin
Arborist Apprenticeship Program
The tree care industry is experiencing a shortage of skilled arborists
throughout the nation, and specifically in Wisconsin. As the industry
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Meet the Washington hawthorn, a

small tree that offers a bright
addition to yards and landscapes all
year long. The tree produces reddish-

purple leaves in spring that slowly
turn to a dark green in summer. The

leaves are a great contrast to the
white flowers that bloom in June. As

fall approaches, the tree turns a
bright orange, scarlet or purple that

adds to the colorful Wisconsin autumn.
The Washington hawthorn also brings
vibrant color in winter with red berries
to add color to the dreary winter and
create a beautiful contrast with the

snow.
A typical Washington hawthorn stands

25-30 ft. tall, spreading 25-30 ft.
wide. This tree prefers moist soil and
full sun and is drought-tolerant. The

tree's berries bring many birds in
winter, making this a great tree

choice for bird enthusiasts. It's also
frequently used as a landscape

ornamental tree for its beauty in all
four seasons.  

 
Top 7 Trees to Enjoy this

Fall
Autumn in Wisconsin is all about fall

color. Here are seven trees that dazzle
in the fall beginning now into

October. As you enjoy the fall foliage,
don't miss these beautiful trees!

#1 Sugar Maple 

continues to grow, the number of
university and technical school
trained arborists has remained
static. This has created critical
staffing shortages for many
companies in Wisconsin. First Choice
Tree Care is one company that has
built its reputation on the skill of its
workforce, and continues to look for
qualified arborists to join its team. 
To address the skilled arborist
shortage issue, the Wisconsin Arborist
Association, the State Technical
Colleges and the Wisconsin
Department of Labor - Bureau of
Apprenticeship Standards worked
together to develop an industry
leading arborist apprenticeship
program. The program, called the
Wisconsin Arborist Apprenticeship

Program, is the first such program in the United States. 
The  apprenticeship program recruits
employers and apprentices to work
together to train highly qualified
arborists. The employer registers
employees to be apprentices in a
three-and-a-half-year program,
which consists of on-the-job training
and formal classroom instruction.
The program will provide apprentices
the scientific background and
necessary skills to become skilled
arborists. Apprentices and employers
alike will benefit from employee retainment, an attractive package of
salary and benefits and career-mapping to ensure program success.
Ken Ottman, President of First Choice Tree Care, is a member of the
Wisconsin Arborist Apprenticeship Board and the company is excited to
announce that they will participate in leading this program. If you know
of someone interested in becoming an apprentice, please contact Ken
Ottman at (414) 254-5604 or ken@firstchoicetreecare.com. 
For more information on the Wisconsin Arborist Apprenticeship program,
please visit the Bureau of Apprenticeship Standards program website. 

 

Autumn Q&A
As fall approaches, many homeowners ask us questions on fall tree
care, such as how do they prepare their trees for winter? Or how do
they water in fall? We have provided a list of some of the most common
tree care questions to better prepare you for fall tree care
maintenance.
When can oak and elm trees be pruned?
While most trees can be pruned any time of year, oak and elm trees are
disease sensitive species that should not be pruned until dormancy.
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#2 Red Maple

#3 Quaking Aspen

#4 Tamarack

 

#5 Washington Hawthorn 

 

The best time to prune oak trees is from November through March. This is
because picnic beetles, the carriers of the oak wilt fungus, are inactive
during the winter months. As soon as these beetles become active again
in spring, the insects begin to transfer oak wilt from diseased trees to
healthy trees. Pruning your oak trees before the picnic beetle becomes
active is the best way to increase your trees' health.

 
Just like oak trees, elm trees should be pruned during November through
March to avoid another type of beetle, the elm bark beetle. This beetle
carries the Dutch elm disease fungus.  The beetle is attracted to trees
that have been wounded by pruning. To keep your elm trees healthy,
be sure to prune them while the elm bark beetle is dormant.

Leaves are falling, what should I do with them?
It is commonly recommended that autumn leaves be mulched with a
lawn mower and returned to the soil.  This is a good recommendation
when leaf volume is modest and mowing is done frequently.  However, if
you have lots of leaves that remain on the ground, grass can be
damaged.  When leaf volume is high, you should remove them from the
lawn and dispose of them. 

Disposal can have many forms.  If your municipality allows, burning



#6 Ginkgo

 

#7 Serviceberry

 
Tree Quote

"Though a tree grows so high, the
falling leaves return to the root." 

Malay Proverb

Contact Us
info@firstchoicetreecare.com
www.firstchoicetreecare.com

800-342-9498
 

does the trick.  The wonderful smell of burning leaves on a cool autumn
evening enlivens even the grouchiest leaf-raker.  If burning is not
allowed, raking leaves to the curb for pick up, hauling to the local
dump or composting them in your garden are also great disposal
methods.
 
I had diseased leaves last summer - do I handle them differently?
Yes, Yes, Yes - diseased leaves SHOULD NOT BE MULCHED and left on
the lawn.  These fallen leaves carry spores that will spread the disease
again and infect trees the following spring.  Mulching only worsens the
problem.  Diseased leaves should not be composted, but rather they
should be gathered and burned or removed from the property.  See the
question above for disposal options.
 
In the past year, deer have damaged my trees by rubbing, how do
I prevent this?
Deer damage to trees usually occurs in early fall to late winter as deer
rub and scrape their antlers against trees. If this has happened to your
trees in the past, it may happen again when the deer return to the
same location.

The best way to protect your trees from deer damage is to create a
protective barrier.  The barrier can be tree wrap paper, which is
wrapped around the trunk and lowest branches.  Tree protection is also
offered with plastic tubing, which is placed around the trunk of the
tree. Another option is to put up deer fencing. Fencing is not only
beneficial to deter deer from rubbing on the tree, but it also keeps deer
from eating branches and leaves.

When is the best time to stop watering?
Watering should be done weekly until the ground freezes, which can be
earlier than many of us want it to be in Wisconsin. Each tree and shrub,
especially evergreens, should receive about one inch of water each
week.  Watering helps trees and shrubs stay hydrated and reduces
drying and browning that can occur during the winter months.

The Unseen Part of Tree Health
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Top: Tree planted in soil lacking mycorrhiza
Bottom: Tree planted in soil with mycorrhiza

Many homeowners hear the word fungus and are alarmed, however,
some fungi are great for tree health. One of these fungi is mycorrhiza,
which can be found in and around the roots of trees. This fungus is a
benefit to trees as it increases absorption capacity of roots, allowing
more water and nutrients to enter the tree. It also allows the transfer of
carbon from tree to tree, promoting growth.
This fungus is so important to trees that when the soil is lacking
mycorrhiza, problems with tree roots arise. First Choice Tree Care uses a
special substance called Bio-Pak Plus, a patented product that contains
critical fungi, mycorrizae and beneficial bacteria to introduce these
organisms back into the soil. When Bio Pak Plus is used on areas where
the soil is lacking mycorrhiza, the substance promotes root growth as
well as helps plants recover from winter stress and gives leaves their
vibrant colors in the spring and summer months.
If you would like more information on Bio-Pak Plus, please contact us or
visit our website. 
 

From the Professor's Pen
Tree Fertilization Part Two
My last article in the summer issue of "Branching Out" was on tree

fertilization, a topic that on the surface, appears to be fairly

straightforward.  Homeowners supply trees with resources in the hopes

that they will achieve tree growth. In fact, one could argue that

improved tree growth is the only reason to fertilize trees. In the last

issue, I highlighted tree growth as an outcome of tree fertilization so

that it would not be confused with improved tree health.  Too often,

homeowners inappropriately use these terms interchangeably.  
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All trees require the same 16 essential mineral elements to live and
grow; yet over 95 percent of a tree's mass consists of only carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen.  Through the process of photosynthesis, these
three elements are combined to produce a raw material called glucose.
Glucose is used to build the complex structure of the tree and supply
living cells with the energy to function. Surprisingly, the amount of
water required by a tree vastly exceeds its requirements for essential
elements.  Trees require 500 grams or more of water to produce one
gram of dry weight tissue. This means that less than five percent of the
tree's mass consists of the essential elements.  Some elements, like
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium and calcium, accumulate in greater
amounts and are called macro-elements.  Those that accumulate in
smaller amounts are termed micro-elements.  Regardless of their
designation, all of these elements are required; if one is missing, the
tree will not be able to complete its life cycle. With the exception of
calcium, the majority of elements are concentrated in the trees
actively growing parts and therefore, affect growth potential. 

Tree fertilization is the result of the tree site's ability to supply
resources, such as water and the essential elements, and the tree's
demand for these resources.  The soil's native fertility and current land
management practices are used to evaluate the supply side of the
equation.  For example, the native fertility of a sandy soil is much
lower than the native fertility of a soil possessing smaller, finer
particles, like loams and silt loams.  Additionally, many cultural
landscape management practices, such as the annual removal of tree
leaves or the collection of turf grass clippings have the potential to
reduce the supplying power of the site.  The demand for resources is a
function of tree age, health and its inherent growth strategy.  For
example, healthy, young trees add tremendous amounts of new tissue
on an annual basis.  These new tissues demand new resources from the
soil when the tree is growing.   Remarkably, the new resources
acquired to support this rapid rate of growth build up and are recycled
within the tree to help meet future demands. As a result, the demand
for new resources from the soil does not increase exponentially as the
tree gets larger. 



Hopefully, it has become apparent that
fertility management should not be a one-
size fits all program.  Our understanding
of how and why trees grow and the
changes that occur over time has improved
tremendously over the years.  Modern
arboricultural companies, like First Choice
Tree Care recognize this and tailor fertility
management based on evaluations of site
quality, land management practices and
the trees in question.

Dr. Les Werner, University of Wisconsin -

Stevens Point


