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Summer is here and now is the time to enjoy the
trees you spent spring prepping!

Summer is here! Homeowners need to pay attention
to their trees to keep them happy and healthy for
this summer.
Luckily, in this issue of "Branching Out", you will
find an array of tips to make your summer tree
care as easy as possible. Of course, any of our
Certified Arborists would be more than happy to
come take a look at your yard if you encounter a
problem or you would like a professional opinion.
This issue of Branching Out also looks at the roots of
our training program and how we train the most
effective arborists for our customers. 
I wish everyone a safe and happy summer!
Ken Ottman, Owner, First Choice Tree Care 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iMOQAG2IyBmsfIbAqamNxSR4cx35BJLSyrZzVL5cUnoAbpY7VWui5xyu0MywDe7WR4qFCIIkomTiF6ptWTgx_1A5TGr4Z4kry4esz4e_2cu6tDcL15-L2e8cg9AnccvRg-BrPVs7QOgbXIT_iB3Nd9zLnQILS8Bg-US3v7wEyhmfG69lufBQzPIXJSXqizD5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iMOQAG2IyBmsfIbAqamNxSR4cx35BJLSyrZzVL5cUnoAbpY7VWui5xyu0MywDe7WueddXU9BBRN5eWisFRchPI_9dotJu0Ih37NVusUL4P97bm_bTs3NdIaZCN7ZbtL77sAxmlswVrAWbxfWhuyJfAM8JgqJt6kGQ5-0zgzPHQrCNlCKXBTI8dZ2vj5JidN4hYr95fY8AAHRYX-_xsu9LVqjU8tlrdj-Pch-BS1Prs3hMM22YuyEh-KAZv2q9myFVoZIXrjo4ho=&c=&ch=


From the Professor's Pen

 
Check out our Mosquito

Service!

 
This summer expect lots of mosquitoes.
The wet spring allowed these buzzing
pests to find numerous areas to breed

and lay their eggs. 
First Choice offers an extremely

effective treatment for your yard if
you have a special event or just want
to enjoy the outdoors without slapping

mosquitoes away. The mosquito
service will greatly reduce the

number of mosquitoes by 95% for
three to four weeks.

Please call us for more information at
1-800-342-9498.

 
First Choice Company

News

First Choice was recently selected to
treat Fox Point and Whitefish Bay's

street trees for Emerald Ash
Borer. The company will also be
treating the trees located at the
Milwaukee VA Medical Center.

First Choice has also been treating
Stevens Point's city trees for EAB.

  

Prepare for Summer Storm Damage
High winds, saturated soil conditions and weak branches create the perfect

situation for storm damage. Property destruction from fallen limbs or trees can

leave residents and their homes devastated and unsure how to proceed. In these

situations, it's important to bring in professionals. From pre-storm prevention to

post-storm clean up, Certified Arborists can help to identify potentially

hazardous conditions and reduce damages.
In cases of pre-storm prevention, hazards are not obvious to the untrained eye.
While it is impossible to totally protect trees and property from severe storms, a
Certified Arborist can inspect for issues that predispose trees to failure. Based on
what is found, appropriate treatments, like pruning, bolting or cabling, pest
management and fertilization can help trees and shrubs better endure weather
damage.

 
First Choice Tree Care Arborists assisting with tree damage.

However, more pressing, and usually more stressful for a homeowner is dealing
with post-storm damage. Fallen trees against houses or garages, or on roofs or
electric lines create highly dangerous situations that should be handled by a
professional. At First Choice, when the sirens go off and everyone heads for the
basement, we go to work handling tree removal, tree repair, removing and
recycling debris and assisting with damage insurance claims.
Note, in cases of severe storm damage requests, our Gold Leaf customers receive
priority service. Find out more about becoming a Gold Leaf customer here. 

Three Tips for Effective Summer Watering
Many customers this time of year wonder how often they need to water their
trees. Many times, people think increased temperatures call for an increase in
watering, however, that is not always the case. 
Read on for three tips to get the most out of your watering this summer.
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Featured Tree: 
Pagoda Dogwood

 
Meet the Pagoda Dogwood, a small

deciduous tree found throughout
Wisconsin. It is located under open

deciduous trees and along forests and
swamps. 

The Pagoda Dogwood is an attractive
tree for all of Wisconsin's four seasons.

In May and early June, the tree
blooms for seven to 10 days producing

fragrant cream-colored flower
clusters. July and August bring blue-

black berries that attract many
birds. As the weather cools, Pagoda

Dogwood can turn to a reddish purple
to add to Wisconsin's fall colors. In
winter, the tree's unique branching

system catches snow to create a
whimsical appearance.

A typical Pagoda Dogwood stands 15-
25 ft. tall, spreading 10-15 ft. wide.
This tree prefers acidic, moist soil and
prefers shade, but will also flourish in

sunlight. You can find the Pagoda
Dogwood throughout Northeastern
North America to Minnesota.  It's
frequently used as a landscape

ornamental tree for its beauty in all
four seasons. 

 
Tree Quote

"Character is like a tree and
reputation like a shadow. The shadow
is what we think of it; the tree is the

real thing." 

1. Water trees after dinner. No matter
if your tree is newly planted or years old,
the best time to water is in the evening.
Watering in the daytime or morning sun
leads to evaporation, meaning an
increase in the water you use and the
frequency that you need to do it.
 
2. Give trees an inch of water per
week. That's right, just an inch. For
trees, over-watering and under watering
damage looks exactly the same. To help
keep track of the amount you're
watering and the natural rainfall that's
also watering your trees, keep a small
pie plate or tuna can out near your
trees. Once the container is full, you're
done for the week!

 
3. Don't start watering too early in the season or stop too soon. The ideal
time to start watering trees is mid-June. Continuing to water through the
summer and fall months until the ground freezes will give your trees water to
store and result in less winter damage.

 
If you have more questions about watering, feel free to contact us on our
website. 

 

Do your Trees have Leaf and Needle Diseases?
Because of the cold and rainy spring, leaf and needle diseases are on the rise,

and are expected to be seen more frequently this year.

Signs of disease include brown pine needles (top) and banding and spots on
leaves (bottom). To prevent leaf and needle disease from harming your trees,
give us a call and we'll create a treatment plan for this for future years. 

The Making of an Arborist
At First Choice Tree Care, our Certified Arborists are the roots of our business.
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It's our arborists that come to your yard to plant, remove and treat your trees,

so it's very important to us that they are well-prepared to bring your trees the

best care possible. Preparation for our arborists comes from a 2-year or 4-year

degree, primarily in forestry. When arborists are hired at First Choice, we

supplement these degrees with continued learning from industry experts.
As part of our training program, we employ the skills of former State Climbing
Champion, Aaron Schauer, in a 7-week training program for all new hires.
During these seven weeks, Aaron creates a foundation of safety, skills and
efficiency for each arborist.
Also a part of our team is Dr. Les Werner, a distinguished professor at the
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point. You may know Les from his contributions
in our newsletter, "From the Professor's Pen". Dr. Werner is a leading expert in
forestry and arboriculture and imparts his years of experience and research on
our arborists, making them well-rounded, well-educated and better prepared
to provide excellent service to our customers.
To better illustrate how First Choice trains an arborist, we'd like to introduce
you to two of our finest: Travis Hansen and Ethan Lockhart.

Travis Hansen

Above: Travis Hansen removes tree damage.
Why did you decide to go into arboriculture?
Growing up on a Christmas tree farm, I have always enjoyed working outdoors
and with trees. Becoming an arborist was just the next step for me. 
Describe your training as a First Choice employee.
When I first started at First Choice, I was able to only do the tasks I felt
comfortable with. As training continued, I was placed into different situations
that made me feel uneasy due to the dangerous nature of the job, however, I
understood that was the only way to learn. Since then, I continue to learn
everyday and feel much more comfortable when climbing trees.
What is your favorite part about your job?
My favorite part about my job is being outdoors and being able to climb trees
everyday.
How do you strive to bring the best, most knowledgeable service to your
customers?
I strive to bring the best service to my customers by not just cutting down tress,
but by caring about the overall health of the tree. I like to be very scientific
with tree work so customers can understand the many different aspects of a
tree and those surrounding it.
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Ethan Lockhart
Why did you decide to go into
arboriculture?
I have always liked nature and
being outdoors. What really
convinced me to go into
arboriculture is my grandpa's
apple orchard. While growing up
I enjoyed helping my
grandfather prune his apple trees
on his orchard in River Falls.
Describe your training as a
First Choice employee.
When I first started at First
Choice, I had a lot to learn. At
times I felt overwhelmed with
how dangerous the nature of this
business is, however, since then I
have gained lots of confidence.
Although there is never-ending
training, I continue to remain
focused and always stay on my
toes.

Above: Ethan Lockhart cuts down a tree. On the right,
Ethan has fun on the job.
What is your favorite part about the job?
My favorite part about the job is being outside in
all conditions with amazing views. Whether it is 80
degrees and sunny or 10 degrees and snowy, I love
being outdoors. I am also a bit of an adrenaline-
junkie.
How do you strive to bring the best, most
knowledgeable service to your customers?
I strive to bring the best service to customers because I care a lot about trees. I
love helping people take care of their urban canopy.

From the Professor's Pen

Tree Fertilization Part One
Summer appears to finally be here, and with it is the peak of the growing
season in Wisconsin.
In my last message I indicated that this article would be devoted to tree
fertilization. I must amend this; the next two articles will address the issue of
tree fertilization.

I will say up front, that I believe there is a tendency to over fertilize our

landscapes. In other words, we apply more fertilizer to a site than it is

capable of using. The excess fertilizer, unfortunately, makes its way into our

ground water and surface bodies of water, thus degrading these valuable

resources. 

I would also like to clarify a few misconceptions that I believe will aid in the

development of an environmentally responsible nutrient management

program.



All trees need 16 elements to survive; collectively they are called

essential elements. 

Some elements, called macronutrients, are required in great amounts

on an annual basis. These macronutrients are Nitrogen

(N), Phosphorous (P), Potassium (K) and calcium. N, P, and K are the

primary constituents of most common fertilizers.

Nitrogen and phosphorus are the elements that most often limit tree growth. I

used the term growth limiting,which may be unfamiliar to some readers.

From a fertilization perspective, applying nutrients that limit growth (i.e.

nitrogen) will initiate an increase in annual growth. Too often we use the

term nutrient deficiency to mean the same thing. This is incorrect, nutrient

deficiencies cause dysfunction and if left untreated, will lead to death. 

 
 
Nutrients and Tree Growth

Practically speaking, if the leaves on the tree are of normal color,

size, and distribution it is probably not deficient in any of the 16

essential elements.

The amount of annual tree growth is not positively related to tree

health (i.e. more growth does not equal better health). Health reflects

the tree's ability to persist within a landscape. Healthy trees

chemically and physically defend themselves against the pressures of

the environment in which they live. The amount of annual growth is a

reflection of resource availability and growing climate. While rapid

increase in size, or growth may be beneficial for visual impact and

survival early in the life of a tree, it is less important as a tree ages

and defends itself against insects, disease and decay issues.

Remarkably, trees regulate the amount of annual growth in response

to these factors.

Leaf area within the canopy becomes stable over time. In other words,



at some point in time the total area of the leaves will not get larger

even though the tree continues to increase in height and diameter. This

is important because the leaves are the biggest consumer of N, P, and

K.

The statement that all trees require the same essential elements does

not mean that all trees require these elements in the same amount.

Young trees that lose their leaves every year, deciduous  trees, have a

higher demand for essential elements than old trees that retain their

leaves for multiple years, coniferous trees. As trees grow larger they

accumulate essential elements that are continually recycled

internally to support annual growth. Functionally, large, old trees

have a larger internal bank account of essential elements to support

growth.

In my mind, the aim of tree fertilization

programs should be to promote tree growth in an

environmentally sustainable manner. The next

article will address how to evaluate the tree's

demand for water and nutrients relative to the

ability of its surroundings to supply these

resources. 

Dr. Les Werner, University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point


